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Hither the products of your closet-labors bring, 
Enrich our columns, and instruct mankind. 
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ON THE INCREASING PREVALENCE OF 
DUELLING. 


No. III. 


\ \ HEN Solon was afked wheth- 


er he had given the Athenians the bett pof- 
fible code ot laws, he replied, that the laws 
he had given them were as good as they 
could bear. In free ftates, any law how- 
ever juft, that fhould oppofe the current 
of public opinion, would become nul! 
and void ; or would fail of being prompt- 
ly and generally executed. Therefore in 
enacting laws, the queftion of pradicabili- 
ty,as well as of equity, is to be confidered. 

Thefe fentiments, the truth whereof is 
fully evinced by experience, are particu- 
larly applicable to the crime of duelling. 
That this crime prompted by revenge and 
committed with malice aforethought, al- 
Ways partakes of the nature of menéa/ mur- 
der ; and that it fometimes amounts to 
the overt 2@ ot the moft aggravated mur- 
der, nove can reafonably deny. It is alfo 
a very general belief among civilized and 
elpecially among chriftian people, that ev- 
ery mufderer, in the overt aét, forfeits his 
life and ought to be cut off by the {word 
of the civil power. But, under prefent 
circumftances, it would be impraéticable, 
in this Country, to punifh murders, com- 
mitted in duels, with death. Laws, en- 
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aéting capital punifhments againft duelling, 
however equitable they might be in an ab~ 
ftraéied view, would prove inoperative 
and futile ; becaufe the contravening o- 
pinion, efpecially of the higher claffes, 
would fo far paralize fuch laws, as to pre- 
vent their being impartially and generally 
executed ; and if, in fome inftances, the 
penalty of death fhould be infli€ted, com- 
paflion for the criminal, rather than horror 
againft the crime, would be excited in the 
public mind. Other means, more praéti- 
eable, and confequently, more certainly 
efficacious, fhould be ufed for the fup- 
preflion of duelling. 


If the parties concerned in duels were 
made to incur a legal incapacity of hold- 
ing any office of honor or profit in the na- 
tion ; and alfo the penalty of distranchife- 
ment, for a given time, or for life, accord- 
ing to the various aggravations of their 
crimes ; fuch wholfome meafures, vigo- 
roufly and impartially purfued and carri- 
ed into complete effe€t, might, in a great 
degree, prevent thefe bloody affrays.— 
‘The fear of difgrace would, in many 
minds, operate more powerfully than the 
fear of death. Nor would it fail to have 
a confiderable tendency to check the ar- 
dent fpirit for duelling, fhould the editors 
of news-papers ‘venerally refufe to publith 
ihe details of fuch barbarous combats.— 
There is not another country in chriften- 
dom—probably not in the world—where 
the /econds in a due), have the prefump- 
tion, immediately after the conteft, to 
publifh with the fignature of their names, a 
detailed relation of its commencement, 
progrefs and cataftrophe, together with 
encomiums on the gallant bebaviour of 
their refpetive principals, Europeans 





muft read fuch publications with aftonith- 
ment, and it is devoutly hoped, in behalf 
of humanity and for che honour of the na- 
tion, that they may not be reiterated. 


The common plea for duelling it is not 
impoffible to remove, either by bringing 
perfonal affronts, between gentlemen, un- 
der the cognizance of the courts of jus- 
tice, or by eftablithing {pecial ¢rrdunals of 
honour, which fhall award the contend- 
ing parties. But any effe€tual attempts of 
this kind are, however, rather to be hop- 
ed, than expefied, unlefs at fome diftant 
period. By properly educating the rifing 
generation, the public opinion and tafte 
may gradually become lo far corretted and 
purified, that the next age will reje& the 
abfurdity of affixing the name of honeur 
to a moft flagrant violation ot the laws of 
humanity and of heaven. Let all maxims 
and leffons of a vicious nature, and efpe- 
cially thofe which tend to encourage duel- 
ling, be expunged from our {chool-books. 
Let children be carefully taught the pure 
and benevolent precepts of the chriftian re- 
ligion ; together with its folemn doétrines, 
refpeéting the accountability and endlefs 
exiftence of every human creature. This 
would be “ laying the axe at the root of 
the tree.” 


The principal fource of dnelling is the. 
prevalence of a contempt for the chriftian 
fyftem ot faith and morality, It is the 
modern atheiftical philofophy, challenging 
independence and difclaiming all ideas of 
accountability, that emboldens men to 
precipitate themfelves befere the awful 
tribunal of their Maker, while bleated 
with the vengeful paffions and flaine@iwith 
the blood of murder. “Aa gh 
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{[concLupDrp.} 

>A fmall fquadron was fitted out at Ro- 
chelle in 1684 on board of which La Salle 
embarked, for the purpofe of finding the 
mouth of the Miffiffippi by the way of the 
Gulf of Mexico.—Deceived by the force 
and direction of the currents, they pailed 
the Miffiflippi, and went about 100 leagues 
farther weit, .where they landed and built 
a fort onthe river St. Bernard.. After va- 
rious adventures and fuffering numerous 
misfortunes, aggravated by difputes among 
the party, La Salle and his nephew, were 


=~ bafely murdered by three of their treache- 


rous Companions. 


In 1698 the attention of France was again 
direfted to Louifiana. Count de Ponte- 
chartrain then minifter of the Marine, fent 
two vellels of war under the command of 
the Marquis de Chateau Morand and M. 
Lbervilie to that country. They arrived 
on the coaft of Florida in January 1699. 
Iberville landed on the Ifle de Dauphin in 
the bay of Biloxi, between the Mobile and 
Mifliffippi rivers. Hethen proceeded to 
the Miffiflippi & failed up the rivera con- 
fiderable diftance, when he received a Jet- 
ter by the hands of an Indian Chief, writ- 
ten by Chevalier de Tonti to La Salle.— 
The truth of the difcovery of the river be- 
ing thus, to his great joy, confirmed, he 
returned to the bay of Biloxi, where he 
learned than an Englifh Corvette had been 
at the mouth of the river, and on being or- 
dered away, threatened to return with a 
greater force.—This intormation deter- 
mined him to fecure the pofleffion ot La 
Salle—He therefore ere&ed a {mal! tort on 
the bank of the river, in which he put four 

ieces of cannon.— He was here agreeab! 

vated’ by the arrival of De Tontt him- 
felt with about go Canadians, who had 
before fettled among the Iilinois.—After 
finifhing the fort, he afcended the river as 
far as the Natches, where he defigned to lay 
the foundation of the new city by the name 
of Rofalia, in honor of the Countefs of 
Pontechartrain. 


In 1710, the fettlement on the I fle de 
aupbin, was plundered and burnt by ae 
Englifh cruifer, ‘The fame year, Louis 
a6th, by letters patent granted the exclu- 
, Sve commerce of Louifiana to M. Crozat 
for 10 years, and che property of all the 
mines and minerals he might difcover. 
Crozet initituted a new goverment tor the 


a7 


he Balance. 


a sine 


| colony, but met with fo many difficulties 


| rendered his charter to the king. 


pi f{cheme was projected by the celebrated 
Law, and a company was formed, under 


Towards the end of the fame year the 
foundation of the city of New. Orleans was 
laid.—It is remarkable what romantic 
hopes this charming country, in every 
ftage of its hiftory, has enkindled from its 
Fountain of youth, fo eagerly fought by 
De Leon, to the fairy praigedis ot Law, 
and the more recent, buti hoped more 
fubftantial f 

turers of ourwn day. 

The country lying eaft of the river, and 
now comprehended under the defcription 
of the Miffiffippi Territory, is, perhaps, in 
regard to foil, climate and produétions, the 
moft delightful {pot in America. And is 


thefe natural advantages fhould be rendered 
of no value bya jealous and hoftile nation, 
who happens to have a {mall colony fitua- 
ted at the mouth of the river ? 

The country poffefled and claimed by 
France under the name of Louifiana, was 
bounded on the fouth by the Gulf of Mexi- 
co, on the north by Canada, and on the 
eaft and weft ** indefinitely,’’ comprehend. 
| ing a greater extent than that of the United 
States. The aétivity, wifdom and adérefs 
| with which that nation has invariably pur- 

fued her magnificent fchemes of coloniza- 
tion in North America, we well know. 
In 1752, fhe had nearly completed a chain 
‘of forts from New-Orleans to: Quebec, by 
| which the Englifh colonies were hemmed 
\in and would have been confined to the 
| country on this fide of the Allegany Moun. 
tains, 





*. 


Thefe wife and gigantic projeéts were 
| defeated’ by Great Britainin the war of 
| 1756. The Houfe of Bourbon was hum- 
bled before the mighty genius of a Pir, 
unqueftionably the ableft war-minifter, it 





not the greateft ftate{man, that England ever 
faw. 


embraced the whole extent and magnitude 


of the Court, and feized every occafion to 
cramp a cunning and dangerous enemy. 


fighted views of felfifh and fhallow politi- 
cians, who facrifice the folid intereft and 
honour of the State, to the ephemeral ad- 
vantages of a deceitful peace, or to what- 


ever may in the leaft endanger their darling 
popularity.— 




















To return: By the treaty of Paris in 
1763, between Great Britain, France and 
Spain all the poffeflions in Canada, and 
that part of Louifiana, lying eaft of the 
Miffifippi and including the Floridar, were 
| ceded to Great Britain. France referved 











mes of the Georgia adven. | 


it nota fubje& of inexpreflible regret, that | 


_and difappointments, that in 1717, he fur- | 


| 
At this time, the well known Miffiffip- 


his dire€tion to carry it into execution. | 





His great and comprehenfive mind | 


of the Empire, penetrated theartful fchemes | 





He defpifed the feeble cgunfels and fhort- | 











New- Orleans and the ifland on 
built, which, with that part 
na lying weit of the Mifhifippi, 
up to Spain. 

By the treaty of 1783, the Floridas came, 
again inte the poffefflion of Spain. 

In 1795 the ftipulated with us for a par. 


which it ig 
of the Louifia. 
fhe gave 


ticipation ofthe benefits of the Miffiffippi; 
how faithful fhe has been in the obfervance 
we fhall examine hereafter. 
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“ ie + ‘ . . . 
Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.” 





AN ACCURATE STATEMENT OF FACTS, 
CONCERNING - 
ATTORNEY-GENERAL SPENCER’: 
LATE ATTACK 
ON THE 


Mr. 


Liberty of the Prefs, 


7 rm ~ ATT 

IN THIS COUNTY. 
Written by a gentleman who was at court during the 
whole transaction, and who pledges himself that 
the detail is substantially correet. 





[It isnot pretended that the arguments are giver 
verbatim ; but care has been taken to preseng 
the ideas which were advanced on both sides.] 





N the 11th day of January, 
1803, Harry Croswe ct, the junior edi. 
tor ot the Balance, was taken by an efficer 
on a bench warrant, and carried before the 
Court of Seffions of Columbia County, 
then fitting in Claverack. Two inditt 
ments were there readto him. One ofthe 
indiétments, with the ufual epithets and 
inuendoes, charged Mi. Croswect with 
having publifhed a paper called the 
«© Waitp,’ in which * JEFFERSON” was 
charged with having ‘* paid CALLENDER 
for calling WASHINGTON a traitor, a rob- 
ber, and a perjurer ; for calling ApAms@ 
hoary headed incendiary ; and for libelling 
almoft all the worth and virtue in the coun 
try.” The fecond indiétment ftated in el 


feét that Harry CrosweE et had, in the | 


fame paper, publithed a piece entitled “4 
few {qually faéts,” which contained the 
following charges :— 


1. He [Jefferson] ordered money to be paid out 


of the treasury to repair the Berceau, contrary to the | 


clause in the constitution which gives the sole pow 
of appropriating money to Congress. 


Qd. He has displaced the honest patriots of this 
country and appointed to succeed them foreigners 
and flatterers, who hage always shewn themselves 
hostile to it; one of whom* was prime agemt, . 
raising an insurrection to oppose the constituted 
thorities. 





* Albert Gallatin, Secretary of the Treasuy- 
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. He planned and directed the attack on the con- 
ution last winter, by which the independence of 
ejudiciary was destroyed and our constitution mar- 
and mangled. 
| Ath. He has remitted a fine to 2 criminal, + after 
“the fine was collected, against the express provision 
“ of the constitution. mene 
' Sth He released Duane from a prosecution, insti. 
tuted fora libel on the Senate, withour the least au- 
sey from the constitution, or any law---only, be- 
cause Duane had contributed his share t« /7e him into 
ofice. It would be an endless task to enumerate the 
hostility 1o common sets aud 








ee 


many acts, in direct 
the constitution, of wich this ** man ¢ : 
has been guilty—These are facts, andi now ask his 
friends and foes—every American—do you not 
blush for your country and your Presideut i—Do 
you not in all this plainly perceive the little arts, ofa 
yery little mind. 


malice,” 


Any obfervations upon the truth or 
falfhood of the charges here made, would 
be improper. They are to be tried here- 
after. And, in the language of one of the 
counfel, ‘* I thank my God, that thofe tri- 
als mult he by a jury’ot the country—by 
men drawn trom the community—the 
creatures of no party—refponfible to no 
power, but to their con{ciences and their 
God.” 

Meffrs.. WitttamMs, VAN Ness and 
ws RenssELAER, the counfel for Mr. 

R 


ACTS, 


CER: 





‘els, 


uring the OSWELL, demanded copies of the in- 
self that difiments betore they fhould be compel- 
led to plead. They ftated, that there nev- 
er was an inf{tance where a copy was thus 
are given demanded and refufed. That copies could 
preseng not-be before obtained, in the ufual way, 
sides. ] from the Clerk ; for that the indiétments 
had_never been left with him. Mr. Spen- 
CERY with great warmth, oppofed the de- 
anuary,f mand. He could not fay that ever a fim- 
jor edi. ilar requeft was refufed, becaufe he did 
» officer not believe it was ever before made. But 
forethe § he faid, if this was granted, every perfon 
Sounty, § indi@ted would make the fame demand, 
-indi@- {| and thus public bufinefs be greatly retard- 
re of the ed. 
ets and He was anfwered, that inafmuch as this | 
LL with was a motion to the found difcretion of the 
led the court, whenever the requeft was made for 
N’” was the purpofe of delay, the court would be | 
LENDER § juftified in refufing ; and thus the delays: 
, a rob. apprehended would never happen. The 
, DAMS 4 prefent cafe, it was flated, was eminently 
ibelling entitled to the interference of the court. 
e coun That the indi€lments were long and unin- 
d in el telligible ; and to torce Mr. Croswett | 
in the} = to plead without copies, was to entrap him 
led “a and facrifice his caufe. A majority of 
ned the the court, however, refufed the requeft, | 
and ruled that Mr. Croswet fhould im- 
paid out mediately plead. To both indiétments he | 
ary to the plead Not GUILTY. ° : 
ole power It was then fuggefted by the counfel 
: for Mr. CrosweE t, that as the law on the 
ts of ME fubjeGt of libels w: ly intri 
foreigners : was extremely intricate 
hemselves evenin England, and lefs known in this 
agemt, ® country than that on any other fubjeé, it . 
rituted would be proper that the trials fhou!d be 
t Callender, 
sury 


& 









of the peop.e” | 


he Balance. 


poftponed until the next court of Oyer 
and Terminer, when a judge of the fu- 
| preme court would be prefent and affift in 
the decifions. This was obje&ted to by 
Mr. Spencer, and the court refufed to 
interfere. 

It was then ftated, that trom the face of 
the indi€étmenrs it would appear, that the 
witnelles required by Mr. Croswe. 
were in Virginia; and, of courfe, could 
uot be obtained this court. It was, there- 
tore, moved that the trials fhould be poft- 
poned until the next feffions. 

To this Mie Spencer objefted. He 
faid that the™®nby evidence Mr. Cros- 
WELL would want whichgbe could not 
obtain this court, was mer@fy-to prove the 
truth ot his publications. He declared 
explicitly, that the truth could not be ad- 
mitted in evidence as a juftification ; and, 
thercfore, even if Mr. Croswe tt, by this 
poltponement, could obtain evidence of 
the truth of his publications, it would not 
avail. It never would be admitted. The 
only queftion was, whether Mr. CRoSWELL 
had publifhed thofe libels. Upon this 
queflion, he was as well prepae-d now as 
he ever could be. The poftponement ot 
the trials, he contended, was totally un- 
neceflary. Befides, he faid, the applica- 
(lon was not properly made—that an afl 
davit, lating the grounds of the application 








fhould be made, and that in no other way 
could it be legally obtained. — 

He was anfwered, that when, in any 
caufe, fufhicient appeared on record, to 
convince the court that a poftponement of 
trial was proper, they never would require 
an affidavit. This was the faé here.— 
They denied the doftrine of Mr. Spsn- 
cer, that, in this country, ‘* the truth can. 
not be given in evidence.” It poflibly 
| might be true as to libels on private char- 
‘1 atter ; but, as it ref{peéted the official con- 
duét of the officers of our government, it 
never could be admitted. 





It was fated that our government is e- 
le€tive ; that it is neceflary toits very ex- 
iflence that the people fhould be truly in- 
formed of the conduét of their rulers. Ik 
had been the cry of a party, and, hereto- 
fore, the firfl article in his { Mr. SPEN- 
CEK’s | political creed, that the people pof- 
fefled the fovereignty, and that governors 
and prefidents were their fervants ; and 
that whenever the people fhould write on 
their ballots, ‘* turn them out—turn them 
out,” thofe whom they had created muft 
fall. But how, it was afked, could this 

ower, this fovereignty be correétly exer- 
cifed, unlefs the conduét of their fervants 
might be faithfully exhibited ? How could 
tiey pluck down the vicious demagogue, 
and rasfe and fupport the virtuous patriot, 
uulefs their variant conduét could be 
faithfully reprefented ? And what printer 
would dareto reprefentiuch conduét, if the 





} &e. 





truth ofthe faéts fo reprefented, could not 
. thieldhim from deftruéiion ? In fhort, they 
' contended, that the do€trine of Mr. Spren- 
| CER, went to this point ;—that if a prefi- 
| dent fhould violate the conftitution, or be. 

guilty of any crime, and his conduét was 
correétly and truly ftated by any printer, 
yet that printer might be inditted, fin- 
‘ed and imprifoned. This could not be 
law in this country. It was fundamental- 
ly oppofed tothe principles of our govern- 
ment. And, however inthe Englilh mon- 
archy fuch a principle may be recognized, 
under a free government, whofe exiflence 
in a great meafure depended opon the 
fpreading of truth and correét information 
among the people, it never could be tole- 
rated. At all events, it was ftated to bean 
important and doubtful queftion, and tithe 
ought to be given until another term to tn- 
veftigate it thoroughly. 

Mr. Srencer confented to the poffpone- 
ment of the trial of one of the indiétments, 
to the court of Oyer & Terminer, - With 
refpe&t to the other he perfevered ; 
anda majority of the court decided that 
the trial fhould not be poflponed. Mr. 
CrosweEt was then recognized to appear 
in court from day to day, during the term, 
and requefled by Mr. Spencer to be ready 
for his trial the next day. 

The next day (Wednefday) towards eve. 
ning, Mr. CRoswett came inio court with 
his cotirfel, and offered an affidavit to the 
following effeét :—That he intended and 
expeGied to prove"the truth of the fa as 
ftated in the ** Walp” of September gth, 
and for the alledged publication of which 
he was indicted. Upon this affi- 
davit, they moved the court to poftpone 
the trialh The Attorney-General faw fit 
to abandon his oppofition, and it was a- 
greed that Mr. CrosweE.t fhould be recog- 
nized to appeer at the next Court of Sef- 
fions, to be tried upon one of ‘the indiét- 
ments, and uponthe other at the next court 
of Oyer and Terminer. Mr. Croswrti, 
then came forward with his fureties ; and 
Mr. SPENCER moved, that he fhould alfo 
be bound to keep the peace and be of good 
behavior. The counfe! for Mr. CRoswei 
admitted that it was proper he fhould enter 
into a recognizance to appear and anfwer, 
But they infifted that to demand 
lurety for the peace and good behavior, 
was illegal, a violation of his liberty as a 
tree citizen of the U. States ; that it was a 
direét attack upon the freedom of the prefs, 
and that if any thing could, at this time, 
aftonifh them, it wasa propofition pregnant 
with fuch direét and palpable hoftility to 
the treedom of difcufhon, and to the beft 
principles of true republicanifm. Mr. 
SPENCER however iceman and the de- 
bate on the queftion was deferred until 
the next morning. 


[The arguments of the counsel on both sides, will be 
given in our next} 
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@N THE PRESERVATION OF SEEDS. 


epee 


Fivery acorn contains an oak : 
and when an acorn is properly depofited 
under the furface of the earth, in a due 
temperature re{pe€ting heat and moifture, 
the little oak that had lain dormant with- 
in its kernel, will expand and unfold itfelf 
to view. Other feeds, even the moft mi- 
nute, do alfo contain the embryos of 
the plants which they produce ; and, as 
well in the vegetable as in the animal 
world, embryos, from various caufes, are 
liable to perifh ; and the expeéted births 
are confeqnently rendered abortive. 

The farmer arid the gardener are fre- 

goeny difappointed, by reafon that the 

eeds, which they plant, fail of vegetating. 
~ This is fometimes owing to the extreme 
either of moifture or drought in the foil ; 
or from the circumftance of depofiting 
feed either fo deep, that it is excluded 
trom the neceffary agency ot the air, or fo 
fheal that it is dryed and parched by the 
beams of the fun. It is not unfrequently 
owing likewife to an original defeét in the 
feed itfelf. Another common caufe, that 
feeds fail of vegetating is a want of care 
or elfe an improper management in pre- 
ferving them. There are various kinds 
of plants, which, in every ftage of their 
growth, are of a very weakly conftitution ; 
and ftill more delicate and frail are the em- 
bryos, which the feeds of fuch plants con- 
tain : therefore even the {malleft injury, 
befalling feeds of this defcription, will ei- 
ther deftroy their enclofed embryos,or ren- 
der them difeafed ; fo that the feeds will 
either fail to vegetate at all, or if they 
fhould vegetate, the plants, at firft, would 
appear languid and fickly, and would nev- 
er come to maturity. 


It had heretofore been found exceeding-.|' 


ly difficult and alinoft impoflible to bring 
over from Europe, and efpecially from 
Afia and Africa, the feeds of fome deli- 


cate plants, preferving them, during thofe’ 


long voyages, in fuch a ftate of foundnefs 
and vigour that they would vegetate in this 
country. This difficulty feems, in a great 
meafure, to have been obviated. An in- 
telligent American has happily made the 


ble or porous paper, furrounded, in fome 
inftances, with brown fugar, and, in oth- 
ers, with raifins. Seeds, put up and 


over from diftant climes, and in a ftate of 


ently managed, failed of vegetating. 

This difcovery may be highly ufeful, as 
a mean of providing our country with an 
additional furniture of precious plants and 
vegetables. 


SBonitgrial Department, 


pear penne amen 





To aid the cause of virtue and religion. 


The following most sublime and affecting mstance 


the human character, and particularly to the fe- 
male sex. 
already been often republished in this country : 


a girl ought to be had in everlasting remem. 
brance. Edit. Bal. 


FILIAL PIEIY EXEMPLIFIED. 


66 
URING the war of La- 


(condemned to die, as well as his daughter) 
found in the refources of that affeéiionate 
girl the means of concealing himfelf tll a 
period arrived more favourable to that 
yuftice which he fuccefstully 
His daughter’s firft care was to place him 
under the roof and proteétion of an artifan, 
who had formerly been a domeftic in the 
Duke’s fervice, after which fhe procured 
an afylum for herfelf. They were thus 


their perfecutors ; but asthe Duke’s prop- 
erty was confifcated, and as compaffion is 
-apt to grow weary of its good offices, the 
means of their bare fubfiftence were foon 
| Worn out. While the daughter was fuf- 


) tering under the extreme of poverty, fhe 





tor want of due nourifhment. She now 
faw no way but to devote her life to fave 
her father’s, and fhe inftantly made the 
refolve. A General of the republic at 
that very time was pafling through the 
city in which was her place of conceal- 
ment, and to him fhe wrote the following 
letter. 


*“ Cir1zEen GENERAL, 


heard, a daughter may be allowed to claim 





experiment of enclofing feeds in perfpira- 


\ 





father. 


| 
| 


of filial affection in a French lady does honour to 
Taken from a London paper, it has 


but its publicity cannot be too extensive. So good 


cJaimed. | 


both fecure from the immediate power of 


, learnt that her father’s health was declining 


‘** Wherever the voice of nature is 


the conpaffion of men in behalf of her 
Condemned to death at the fame 


preferved in this manner, were brought | 


vigour ; while thofe of the fame kinds | 


| 


and of equal goodnels, which were differ- | 











time with him who gave me being 
fuccefsfully preferved him from the {word 
of the executioner, and have preferved 
myfelf to watch over his fafety. But j 

faving his lite, I have not been able mt 
turnifh all that is neceffary to fupport him 
My unhappy father, whofe entire propert 


l have 


|| ts confifcated, fuffers at this moment the 


want of almoft every thing.—Withoy 
clothes, without bread, without a friend to 
fave him trom perifhing of want, he has 
not even the refource of the beggar, which 
ftill furnifhes a little hope, that of bein 

able to eppeal to the compaffionate, and tg 
prefent his white hairs to thofe that might 
be moved to give him aid: my father, if 
he is not f{peedily fuccoured, will die jn 
his place of concealment, and thus, after 
fnatching him from a violent death, I thal! 
have to fultain the mournful refleétion of 
having betrayed him to one more lingerin 

and painful—that of dying of cold and 
hunger. 

** Bethe judge, Citizen General, of the 
extent of my misfortune, and own that it 
is worthy of pity. One refource only is 
lefttome. It is to caft myfelf upon your 
generofity. Lofferyoumy head; I undef. 
take to go, and to go willingly, tothe [caf 
fold, but give immediate fuccour to my 
dying father. Below I give you the name 
of my place of concealment; there I will 
expeét death with pleafure, if I may prom. 
ife myfelf that you will be touched with 


'|my prayers, and will relieve my old and 
Vendee, the Due de al RocHEFOUCAULT Ae? ) 


deftitute parent.” 


7 
The foldier had no fooner read this letter 
than he haftened to the afy!um of Madame 
de Roehefoucault, and not only relieved 
her father, but fecretly proteéted both, and 
after the oth Thermidor, procured the 
refloration of M. de RocHEFoUCcAULT’s 
property by a revifion of their fentence, 


————- 0 - 
Matural Mistorp. 


p— — —— | 


FOR THE -BALANCE, 


ZOOLOGY, 


N the 4th No. of the firft vol. of 
the Balance, 1 ubferve apiece on Zoology: 
in which it is ftated that ** the naftieft ani- 
mals are the moft long lived.” I do not 
doubt the ta&t, but have every reafon to 
believe it true. In the tour I lately 
made through America, 1 came acrols 
three animals, al} of one fpecies; one 9 
which was very old ;—they were certainly 
the moft nafty, filthy, ftinking animals 
ever beheld. They are, I conclude, 4 
** non defcripe” race, not yet ranked among 
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. cies or genus of animals hitherto 

fry bed by naturalifts I believe there 
are only three in America. | They have a 
very, nay a remarkably, thick /hull, and, 
probably, very little or no brains. 
They have a great fhare of impudence; 
have the appearance of confiderable cour- 
age, but are neverthelefs great cowards. 
They run on head-long without refle&tion 
or confideration. ‘They often run butt up 
avainft a tree; and were it not for the 
thicknefs ef their fkulls would dafh their 
heads to pieces. Their {cent is fo ftron 
and loathfome, that a man will feldom ap- 
proach them. They are not indigenous to 
this country, ** at all at all.’ One was 
lately brought over trom France and pre- 
fented to the prefident, who I underftand 
keeps it for a fhow. Another is kept at 
Philadelphia, in the family of the late edi- 
tor of the Aurora, Benjamin Franklin 
Bache. A third is kept in New-York.— 
This laft is kept, I believe, by one of the 
Clinton family, and is to be feen at the 
office of the “* American Citizen.” The 
one kept by the prefident has juift arrived. 
He has caufed four advertifements to be 

“publifhed in the National Intelligencer 
concerning his arrival from France at the 
Federal city. One was imported from 
dair Ireland fome years ago, and has 
been bought by the widow of B. F. Bache, 
dec. Another was imported fome three 
or four years ago, from England; this 
laft the Clintonians bought. They will 
Cipro food but the moft filthy; fuch as 
thé {poils of reputation, &c. Their drink 
is generally of the ardent kind ; brandy 
they likethe beft ; efpecially the old ones. 
Whythefe animals are kept, and tor what 
purpofe, I am unable to fay. It is faid 
the prefident is exceflively fond of the one 
he keeps, fo much fo, that he even teeds 
him at his own table. I faw governor M‘ 
Kean and Dallas carefs the one in the wi- 
dow Bache’s houfe, with very great ten- 
dernefs; and I am told governor Clinton 
ftrokes the head of the one kept at the office 
of the Citizen, with as much freedom as 
he does his nephew De Witt’s. But it ap- 
pears to me that thefe gentlemen have loft 
the ufe of their olfactory nerves, or they 
muit keep plugs in their nofes. 





As naturalifls have not given thefe ani- 
mals a name, I will give them one; let 
them be chriftened, P/eudo Patriot. 


NATURALIST. 
In the world fome where, 
Late in the year 1802. 





N. B. Since writing the above, 1 find, 
by looking over my books, that thefe naf- 


ty animals have long fince been called by 
the above name. 








Wiscellanyp, 


——-- = 
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PROFESSION OF PHILOSOPHIC 
FAITH. 


i 


Tranflated for the Batance, from the 
French of a Pupil of Rosszav. 





[CONTINUED. | 


OWN that Socrates, Plato, Arif- 
totle, Defcattes, Newton, nor Locke have 
ever claimed this pretenfion of exclufive 
infallibility or irrefragible authority. They 
enquired ; they propofed; they did not 
infolently conftitute themfelves judges in 
their own caufe. ‘They regarded them- 
felves with humility, as then members of 
human fociety which they refpe&téd. They 
afpired not to be the tyrants of it. They 
depended for their fuccefs and their glory 
on the free fuffrage of their fellow men. 
Weak and filly, ridiculoufly decorated 
with the title of philofophers, they knew 
not their rights, nor their funétions. Can 
it be credited ? They never faid tothe peo- 
ple, ye are tools. 

Philofophy was as yet in its infancy, it 
{truggled in a gentle manner ; it raifed its 
voice with modefty; it was contented 
with fimple reafoning, clear and precife it 
addreffled itfelf to reafon only. It was 
only employed in favor of truth. It was 
only the arts, of thinking and inftruéting. 

Now fhe reigns, fhe commands, fhe 
tyranifes ; fhe dazzles, confounds, fright- 
ens, and fubjugates. She affeéts figures 
and ornaments of difcourfe; fhe Pa st 
the imagination, the fenfes and the paf- 
fions. She is nothing but enthufiafm, in- 
{fpiration, violence, and delufion. Her o- 
pinions are dogmas, her decifions oracles, 
and her reafoning myfteries. Paradox, 
fingularity, pride, audacity and even fanat- 
icifm, all is good for her, provided fhe can 
make a noile. She overturns: the def- 
troys the moft refpeétable monuments of 
the human mind. She fubdues imagina- 
ry Coloifuses, aerial phanthoms and bril- 
liant monfters. She reduces to alhes, 
laws, libraries, thrones and altars. She 
feats herfelt proudly on the wreck of all 
that men hold moft facred and dear. All 
ages bow before her. All human genera- 
tions are chained at her feet. Until her 
approach, univerfal darknefs had covered 
the tace of the aby{s. Shedrew the world 
from Chaos. 





Such is the magic of this fublime and‘ 
tranfc-ndant genius which I adore ; the 
reftorer or rather the creator of philolophy | 
and who to perform all prodigies has only | 
to ufea few phrafes, 


_—— 





He has cried inceffantly, virtue, liber- 
ty, truth ; and virtuous men captivated by 
thefe words (the only defcription who 
know his writings) have flocked to him, in 
crowds, fubmitting themfelves to he guid- 
ed and conduéted by him. The wicked 
fay this man frees us from the yoke of re- 
ligion and laws. He reduces all to con- 
{cience which gives us little trouble.— 
What can we expeét better, let us join 
him. In the mean time, he faid ; 1 will 
defpifeall thofe who wil! not believe in me. 
Fools haften to fay, we believe in him, and 
the flock of fools all at once becomes a 
tribe the moft enlightened. The mutlkti- 
tude cry out, he fpeaks too well, not to 
foeak what hethinks. The moft eloquent 
of men ought to be the moft wife. The 
moft decifive ought to be the moft enlight- 
ened. The moft audacious without doubt 
is moft fure of fuccefs. The people are 
calm around him, they doubt no more— 
they decide, they pronounce ; in reading 
a few volumes they know every thing. 
They acquire at little expence the right of 
difpofing like him, all paft generations, all 
the human race prefent and future. And 
it is more convenient and more fafe to u- 
nite ourfelf to a party which claims the ex. 
clufive privilege of repeating ¢mpunts. 


Bold affertion fwayed fome, decifive en- 
ergy frightened others—either feduced by 
the charms of language, or humbled by the 
fublimity of pride—the latter tell embar- 
raffed into the net of dialeétics, or glided 
into a labyrinth of fubtilties and artificial 
diflin&tions. When proof failed, bitter 
irony, vehement farcalm, eloquent in- 
veétive and emphatic exaggeration fuppli- 
ed its place. No queftion was placed in 
oppofition—they were received only from 
avery acute angle—inconvenient circum- 
ftances were eafily removed—the compar- 
ifon of two terms was always on the fide of 
the weaker and chofen at the pleafure of 
the declaimer; al! the rays of Vight were 
colle&ted on one fide of the obje&t—the 
reft was covered with a dark veil. The 
moft abfurd fuppofiiion infenfibly took 
the appearance of a demonttration in form. 
Abfiraétion vitorioufly feated herfelf on 


the ruins of experience. 


What could not be demonftrated was 
painted in the livelieft colors. The real 
obje&t was disfigured—the fantaftic one 
dréfled with f{plendor. Aflertions were 
felt-evident, whilft the eyes were fhut to 
evidence. In place of it imagtnation cre- : 
ated beings, which have never been feen 
nor ever will be feen—accomplifhed fava- 
ges, incomparable Emilias, every poffibili- 
ty, every impoffibility was realifed by the 
orce of his fhining pen. Nature alone was 
forgotten. Men were filent, becaufe reaf- 
oning can lay no hold on evident falfhood. 
Becaule it was neceflary to read volumes 
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Che Balance, 





to refute a few lines of his fublime abfurdi- 
ty. They beheld philofophy tranquilly 
crofs the ocean of human opinions, pafs 
beyond the line of truth, to feek new errors 
in unexplored regions and under the new 
pole to ereét all phrafes into principles the 
art of reafoning in belief, and with enthu- 
fiafm on the one fide and credulity onthe 
other to multiply philofophers as the fand 
of the fea. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. } 
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Columbian Congress. 
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Wednefday, December ao. 





Mr. Gray, in the houfe of Reprefenta.- 
tives, made fome comments upon the in- 
creafing number of murders which happen 
ii?) our rag, cities and in every part of the 
country. e then moved a refolution to 
the following effe&&: That a committee 
be appointed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy ot pafling a law forever to difqualify 
for holding any public office in the Uni- 
ted States any perfon who fhall hereafter 
be guilty of fighting any duel, or who fhall 
be concerned in fending, carrying or ac- 
cepting any verbal or written challenge to 
fight a duel. 

The refolution was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Davis called up the refolution laid 
upon the table bv him, for inftuéting the 
committee of ele€tions to enquire whether 
John P. Van Nels fince his e!e&ion to a 
icat in the houfe has not, by accepting and 
exercifing the office of Major of militia, 
under the authority of the United States, 
forfeited his right to a feat in the houfe. 


Mr EtmMEeNbDOorr moved to ftrike out 


He thought the refolution 


The houfe 
divided upon Mr. Elmendort’s motion 


that word not. 
unmeaning in its prefent torm. 


which was loft by a great majority. 


The queftion being taken upon the refo- 


lution it was carried. 


Mr. Davis then 


tleman from the flate of Ohio, former! 


the territory N. W. of the Ohio (Mr. 
He faid that the reprefentative 
ot a territory could not be the reprefenta- 


Fearing.) 


tive of a fate. 


ave notice that he 
fhould move arefolution to vacate the feat 
of another member, unlefs the gentleman 
fhould think fit to withdraw and fave the 
houle the trouble. He alluded to the gen- 





ee oe ee eee 


Mr. RANDOLPH moved to amend one of 
the ftanding rules of the houfe in fuch a 
manner, that no petition, memorial, or oth- 


the dignity or derogatory from the honour 
of the houfe, fhall be read without a vote 


made to the reading. 

Mr. Eustis propofed an amendment 
rendering the refolution more general and 
extending it to all papers whether they 
contain any thing indecent or not. The 
refolution and amendment were refered to 


a feleét committee, and the hgufe adjourn- 
ed. 


Friday, December 31. 

The houfe of reprefentatives received a 
meflage from the prefident which the 
Speaker ftated to be of a confidential na- 
ture, upon which the galleries were clear- 
ed and the houfe continued tor moore than 
two hours with clofed doors. As no com- 
munication was made by the prefident to 
the Senate, and as it has heretofore been 
cuflomary to make communications of a 
confidential nature to both houfes at the 
fame time, when the fubje&t has been of 
public importance, it is rational to con- 
clude that the prefent meflage concerned 
only the houfe of reprefentatives,. other- 
wife it would have been fent to both hou- 
fes, 

Mr. Gray called up his refolution to 


tion was rejeéted upon the ground that 
congrefs have no conftitutional right to 
prefcribe the qualifications of public ofh. 
cers. 

The houfe adjourned till Monday morn- 


ing. 





Tue/day, January 4. 

Mr. Grifwold faid there was one fub- 
je&t referred to in the Prefident’s meflage 
on which no order had been taken by the 
houfe. He thought the fubje& a very im- 
portant one, and hoped that the houfe 
would now confider it. He reterred to that 
part of the meflage which fpeaks of the 
ceffion of Louifiana to France, in the fol- 
lowing words : 


** The ceflion of the Spanifh province 
of Louifiana to France, which took place 
in the courfe of the late war, will, if car- 
** ried into effeét, make a change in the af- 
** peét of our foreign relations, which will 
** doubtlefs have juft weight in any delibe- 
** rations of the legiflature conneéted with 
© that fubjeét.”’ 


Mr. Grifwold moved the following re- 
foluion : 


Refolved, that the prefident of the Uni- 
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er paper, which in the oppinion of any | 
member fhall contain matter infulting to | 


| 


| 


of the houfe, provided any obje€tion be | 


| 
| 
' 








difqualify perfons concerned in duels from | 
holding any public office. The refolu- | 





| ted States be requefted to direét the proper 


For 1803 


officers to lay before this houfe copies of 
fuch official documents as have been receiv 
ed by this goverment, anouncing the cef. 
fion of Louifiana to France, together with 
a report explaining the ftipulations,circum. 
flances, and conditions under which that 
province 1s to be delivered up, unlefs fuch 


documents and report will, in the Opinion - 


of the prefident, divulge tothe houfe partic. 
ular tranfaftions not proper, at this time, 
to be communicated. 


_ Mr. Smilie hoped the refolution would 
lie on the table untill to-morrow. There 
might be a delicacy in the fubje&t, which 
he wifhed for time to confider. 


Mr. Smith withed the gent!eman would 
{tate the difference between his refolution 
and the one fome time fince prfented by a 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Randolph.) 
He faid the refolution appeared to him 
quite unneceflary, as a fimilar one had al. 
ready been aéted unon by the houfe. 


Mr.. Grifwold faid if the gentleman 
would give himfelf the trouble to read the 
refolutien of the gentleman from Virginia 
he would fee the difference. That refolu. 
tion called for intormation relativetothe vie 
olations, on the part of Spain of our treaty 
with that power. This afks for informa. 
relative to the ceflion of Louifiana to 
France. No two refolutions could be 
more widely different. 


Mr. Smith was very defirous that the 
gentleman would fuffer his refolution to lie 
on the table. : " 


Mr. Grifwold faid that he had not ex. 
pected that that there would be any diffi- 
culty upon the fubjeét : but as fome gen- 
tlemen thought it was a delicate matter he 
would confent to let the refolution lie till 
to-morrow. 





Wednefday, fan. 5. 


Mr. Grifwold called up his refolution 
laid on the table yefterday, for requefting 
the prefident to lay before the houfe fuch 
documents as may be in the poffeffion of 
goverment, relative to the ceflion of Lout- 
fianato France. The motion wasoppofed, 
and ona divifion of the houfe there appear- 
ed in the affirmative 25 in the negative 32 


Mr. Randolph Jaid a difcuffion of that 
refolution would involve a fupjeé nearly 
conneéted with one which had lately been 
difeuffed with clofed doors. He would 
therefore move that the refolution be refer- 
red to a commitiee of the whole onthe 
ftate of the Union to whom had been reler- 
red a maflage of the prefident relative 
New-Orleans. 


This motion gave rife toa long debate, 
an account of which fhall be given hereaf- 
ter, 
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Thurfday, Jan. 6. 

Mr. Grifwold moved, that the houfe 
refolve itfelf into a committee of the whole 
on the ftate of the Union. 
motion prevailed, he fhould move for the 
confideration of the refolution which he had 
the honour of fubmitting to the houfe re- 
lative to the ceflion of Louifiana to France. 


After a long debate, the queftion was 
taken by yeas and navs and loft, yeas 38 
nays 48. 

Mr. Grifwold and Mr. Randolph then 
both rofe. Mr. Speaker faid the gentleman 
from Conneéticut firft addre{fed the chair. 


Mr. Grifwold, faid, notwithftanding 
the unpleafant fituation in which we are 
placed by the decifion of the houfe on the 
queftion juft taken, I think it my duty to 

ropofe certain other refolutions which I 
ae in my hand, conneéted with the fame 
fubjeét. 

He then read, in his place, the following 
refolutions aad delivered them in at the 
lerk’s table. ; 

Refolued, That the people of the United 
States are encitled to the free navigation of 
the Miffiffippi. 

Refolved, That the navigation of the 
river Mifliflippi has been’ obftruéted by 
regulations recently carried into effeét at 
New-Orleans. 

Refolved, That the right of freely navi- 
gating the river Miffiffippi ought never to 

e abandoned by the United States. 

Refolved, That a committee be appoint- 
ed to inquire whether any, and if any, 
what Legiflative meafures are neceffary to 
fecure to the people of the U.S. the free 
navigation of the river Miffiffippi. 

Mr. Dawfon rofe and began to fpeak, 
when he was called to order by the {peak- 
er, and he fat down. 

The refolutiuons were read at the clerk’s 
table, and ftated from the chair. 


Mr. Dawfon wifhed for the opinion of 


the fpeaker upon a point of order.— 
He fubmitted to the chair, whether the 
refolutions, juft offered were not intimately 
conneéted with the fubjeét of the prefident’s 


meffage, which, by the rules of the houfe, it 


is the duty of every member to keep fe- 
cret. 


_ Mr. Grifwold moved that the refolu- 
tions be now confidered, and faid, if the 
motion obtained, he fhould move that they 
be referred toa committee of the whole 
houfe. Since I am up, faid Mr. Grif- 
wold. I will reply to the gentleman from 
Virginia, that the refolutions have no 
neceflary conneétion with the confidential 
meffage relative to New-Orleans ; but a- 
rife out of a part of the meflage communi- 
cated at the opening of the feffion, a mef- 
fage which has been printed and publithed 
and is in the hands of every body. They 
are altogether of a public nature and rela- 


He faid if the’ 
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tive to that part of the publifhed meffage 
which {peaks of the ceflion of Louifianato 
France. I hope, Sir, that I know enough 
of the rules of the houfe to know, that 
nothing which is entrufted in confidence 
to the houfe, can be made a fubje& of pub- 
lic difcuflion. I repeat my motion, Sir, 
that the houfe now confider the refolu- 
tions. 


The houfe divided upon the queftion,— 
“* Will the houfe confider the refolutions,” 
and it was refolved in the negative, yeas 
32, nays 50. 


Mr. Randolph moved the order of the 
day that the houfe refolve itfelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole, for the purpofe of 
confidering the Prefident’s Meffage, rela- 
tive to the fhutting of the port of New-Or- 
leans ; and that the galleries be firft clear- 


The motion was carried, the galleries 
were cicared, and the doors clofed.— 
The doors were clofed at one o’clock and 
remained fo until half after three, 





Friday, Jan. 7. 

The houfe of Reprefentatives at i2 0’- 
clock ordered their galleries cleared and 
clofed their doors. They continued in 
fefion with their doors clofed until near 
5 o'clock in the evening. Belfore the 
houfe adjourned it was refolved that the 
proceedings fhould be made public. The 
following are the refolutions which have 


been produced by all this fecret confulta- 
tion. ‘They are the work of Mr. Ran- 


Refolved, That this Houfe receive with 
great fenfibility the information of a dif- 
pofition in certain officers ot the Spanifh 
government at New-Orleans to obftruétthe 
navigation of the river Miffiflippi, as fecur- 
ed to the United States by the moft folemn 
ftipulations. 


That, adhering to that humane and wife 
policy which ought ever to charaéterife a 
tree people, and by which the United 
States have always profefled to be govern- 
ed ; willing, at the fame time, to afcribe 
this breach of compaét to the unauthoriled 
mifconduét of certain individuals, rather 
than to a want of good faith on the part of 
his Catholic Majefty ; and relying with 
perfe& confidence, on the vigilance and 
wifdom of the executive, they will wait 
the iffue of fuch meafures as that depart- 
ment of the government fhall have purfu- 
ed for afferting the rights and vindicating 
the injuries of the United States :—Hold- 
ing it to be their duty, at the fame time, to 
exprefs their unalterable determination to 
maintain the boundaries, and the rights of 
Navigation and Commerce through the 
river Miffiffippi, as eftablifhed by exifting 
Treaties. 


' of Hudson's river, from the city of Albany to the 
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Be it our weekly task, 
To note the passing tidings of the tires. 


>> >>>> BOSC CCC? 


Dudgon, fanuary 25, 1803. 


A CALL TO THE BENEVOLENT. 


The selectmen of Portsmouth have appointed a 
committee to receive charitable donations for the 
relief of the sufferers by the late distressing fire — 
This committee, ina respectful address, solicit the 
assistance of the United States, of all classes, but 
more particularly of those 1m éasy and prosperous 
circums!ances. And where is there a fhan, so 
destitute of feeling, as to turn a deaf ear to the re- 
quest ? We hope not in America !—We beg leave 
to suggest tothe citizens of Hudson the propriety of 
fixing upon some mode of collecting donations. 








CONGRESSIONAL NOTE. 


Th# committee appointed to enquire into the con- 
stitutionality of the occupation of she seat held by 
Mr. Van Ness (representative from this district) 
who accepted a commission in the militia of the dis- 
trict of Columbia, have reported, that the seat is 
vacated by having accepted the commission and act- 
ed under it ——-Mr. Van Ness’s constituents might 
have submitted to the loss of their representative 
without murmuring; but how will the honourable 
member submit to the loss of his six collars per day. 
‘* Oh, how angry he looked !” 





eel 


James Munroe, Esq. was nominated to the 
Senate of the United States on the 11th imst. as 
Ambassador extraerdinary and minister plenipoten- 
tiary to the Court or Maprin, forthe purpose 
of adjusting the differences subsisting in consequence 
of the recent infraction of the treaty with Spain. 

{ Aurora. ] 


Mr. Wutre is re-elected Senator in Congress 
for the state of Delaware. He is a federalist, and 
had 20 votes—the democratic candidate had but 9. 





A line of stages is established on the West side 
city of New- York. 
eel > SA) Yet 


ERRATA. 


In our last, 1st column of the 21st page, for 1609, 
read 1607. 3d column of the 23d page, for the 
French of Rosseau, read the French of a pupil of 
Rosseau. 
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To Cotrespondents, 








A communication from a neighboring physician, 
on the Aine-Pox, shall have a place. 

We acknowledge with pleasure the receipt of 
“ The Woodman,” and « A Comparison,” from the 
pen of Juttenne. We think these pieces excel a- 





| ny of her former productions. 
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